Jerome Offord — Biography

Dr. Jerome Offord, Jr. is Associate University Librarian for Community Development, Belonging, and
Engagement at Harvard University, where he leads strategic initiatives that strengthen institutional
culture, connectivity, and inclusive excellence. Prior to Harvard, Dr. Offord served as Vice President
for Business and Administration at DeEtta Jones & Associates, where he directed firm-wide
operations and expanded consulting capacity. Known for his ability to navigate complex systems,
mobilize diverse stakeholder networks, and align strategy with execution, he brings over three
decades of leadership across higher education and the nonprofit sector.

Dr. Offord’s career spans executive roles in both academic and student affairs, including senior
cabinet leadership at Lincoln University (MO), a historically Black institution. His broader portfolio
includes leadership positions at the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), the Association of
Research Libraries (ARL), and Us Helping Us, People Into Living, as well as earlier roles at Colorado
State University, George Washington University, and American University.

He holds a Ph.D. in Library and Information Science with a concentration in managerial leadership
from Simmons University, along with master’s degrees in library and information science from
Catholic University of America, student affairs administration from Colorado State University, and an
Executive MBA from Washington University in St. Louis. He earned his bachelor’s degree in
agriculture from Lincoln University (MO).

Dr. Offord is a ALA Councilor-At-Large, a former President, and Life Member, of the Black Caucus of
the American Library Association, a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., and Prince Hall
Masons. He remains actively engaged in national professional and civic organizations.



