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Launches Inaugural Fellowship 
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Librarian for Community 
Development, Belonging, 
and Engagement, Harvard 

University 

 
Gregory Hill 

Circulation/Administrative 
Services Librarian, 

Livingstone College 

 
Sharonda Brown 

Social Science Librarian, 
Atlanta University Center 

Robert W. Woodruff 
Library 

 

MCDONOUGH, GA — The HBCU Library Alliance appoints new board members and 
launches an inaugural fellowship.  

Serving over 100 academic libraries, the HBCU Library Alliance supports the collaboration 
of information professionals dedicated to providing an array of resources designed to 
strengthen Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their constituents. Created in 
2002 by deans and directors of HBCU libraries, and incorporated in 2006, the HBCU Library 
Alliance works to transform and strengthen its membership by developing library leaders, 
preserving collections, and planning for the future, and is governed by a seven-member 
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board of directors, including two directors at large. Two new directors, Jerome Offord and 
Gregory Hill, were recently appointed to the Board. 

Dr. Jerome Offord, Jr., is the Associate University Librarian for Community Development, 
Belonging, and Engagement at Harvard University (MA). He is a seasoned higher education 
and library leader with more than 30 years of experience advancing organizational 
excellence, community engagement, and inclusive leadership. At Harvard University, he 
leads initiatives that foster institutional connectivity, strengthen culture, and advance 
belonging across the organization. 

Prior to Harvard, Dr. Offord served as Vice President for Business and Administration at 
DeEtta Jones & Associates, where he oversaw operations and strategic growth. His 
distinguished career includes executive leadership roles in higher education, academic 
affairs, student affairs, and nonprofit organizations, including service at Lincoln University 
(MO), OCLC, the Association of Research Libraries, and Us Helping Us, People Into Living. 

Dr. Offord holds a Ph.D. in Library and Information Science from Simmons University, 
along with graduate degrees in library science, student affairs administration, and an 
Executive MBA. A respected national leader in the library profession, he serves as an ALA 
Councilor-at-Large and is former president and a life member of the Black Caucus of the 
American Library Association. He remains actively involved in professional and civic 
organizations, bringing a collaborative, strategic, and people-centered approach to 
leadership. See his full bio here: Jerome Offord Bio 

Gregory Hill is the Circulation/Administrative Services Librarian at Livingstone College 
(NC). He is an accomplished librarian and community advocate with more than 14 years of 
experience in higher education and public library services. At Livingstone College, he 
oversees library operations, collection development, instructional services, and 
administrative support while also serving as the Director of the Summer School and MBA 
Program Liaison. His leadership has contributed to major initiatives, including the 
conversion of the college’s library collection from the Dewey Decimal Classification 
system to the Library of Congress Classification system. 

In addition to his work at Livingstone College, Hill serves as a part-time librarian with 
Rowan Public Library, supporting research services, collection development, and 
community programming. An active professional leader, he has served on numerous local, 
state, and national library committees and boards, presented on topics related to library 
modernization and collection management, and was recognized as a member of 
Livingstone College’s Forty Under Forty Cohort in 2025. 

Hill holds a Master of Library and Information Studies from the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Livingstone College. He is 
dedicated to lifelong learning, community engagement, and expanding access to 
information and educational opportunities. See Hill’s full bio here: Gregory Hill Bio 
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The HBCU Library Alliance is also pleased to announce the appointment of Sharonda S. 
Brown as the inaugural Dorothy Porter Wesley Visiting Fellow. 

Named in honor of the legendary librarian, bibliographer, and scholar Dorothy Porter 
Wesley, the Visiting Fellows Program recognizes the transformative role of Historically 
Black College and University (HBCU) librarians and archivists in advancing scholarship, 
preserving cultural heritage, and expanding equitable access to knowledge. The program 
reflects the Alliance's commitment to cultivating leadership, strengthening institutional 
capacity, fostering innovation, and advancing important initiatives that benefit HBCU 
libraries nationwide. 

Inaugural visiting fellow, Sharonda Singleton Brown, comes to the Alliance from the 
Atlanta University Center Robert W. Woodruff Library (GA), where she served as a Social 
Science Librarian. Having earned a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration - Finance 
from Clark Atlanta University and obtained a Master of Library and Information Science 
from Wayne State University, Brown brings a strong foundation in business administration, 
insurance and benefits, and academic librarianship to her twelve-month fellowship 
focusing on helping the Alliance expand its consortial services. See her full biography here: 
Sharonda S. Brown Bio 

As a fellow, Brown will work closely with Alliance staff and member libraries on expanding 
consortial capacity by working to assess shared resource needs, identify opportunities for 
collaborative purchasing, evaluate library technologies and electronic resources, and help 
develop the infrastructure necessary to expand access to high-quality collections, 
services, and technologies across the Alliance's member institutions. Her work will also 
include data analysis and resource mapping to support a shared services model. 

Brown’s experience as an HBCU alumna, coupled with her work as a subject-area librarian 
working closely with students and faculty, and her knowledge of benefits negotiation for 
client networks, makes her exceptionally well-suited to help launch one of the Alliance's 
timely new strategic initiatives. The HBCU Library Alliance extends its sincere appreciation 
to the Atlanta University Center Robert W. Woodruff Library for supporting Brown's 
participation in this fellowship. The Alliance also congratulates Brown on this appointment 
and looks forward to the lasting contributions she will make as the inaugural Dorothy Porter 
Wesley Visiting Fellow. For more information about the Dorothy Porter Wesley Visiting 
Fellowship, please contact LaTasha Denard at ldenard@hbculibraries.org.  

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Jerome Offord, Gregory Hill, and Sharonda S. Brown to their 
new Alliance roles.  

 

About the HBCU Library Alliance 
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The HBCU Library Alliance is a consortium that supports the collaboration of information 
professionals dedicated to providing an array of resources designed to strengthen 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their constituents. 

At the heart of the HBCU Library Alliance is the preservation and celebration of our history. 
Our mission is to strengthen the libraries of HBCUs, ensuring they continue to be valuable 
resources for generations to come.  

Please consider investing by clicking this link: DONATE  

Historically Black Colleges and Universities Library Alliance 
600 Westridge Parkway, Suite 714, PMB 1100 
McDonough, GA 30253 
Phone: 678-210-5801 
https://hbculibraries.org/ 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=LMWTSE3HTUADC
https://hbculibraries.org/index.html

