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“Reach, Teach, and Connect” for 

Archives

•Challenges for Archival Collections

•New(ish) Tools & Systems for Archival 

Collection Management

•Trends, emerging practices and 

processes



Challenges for Archival Collections

• Finding Aids are valuable, but often at 
varying levels

• Finding aid creation was not necessarily 
integrated with any processing “tool”

• Collection information not fully integrated 
into ILS

• Access to digitized materials often not 
integrated with descriptive material

– finding aid, collection record, ILS record



New(ish) Tools & Systems for 

Archival Collection Management

• Both web-based & client/server

• Open Source and proprietary

• Differing technical skills & support req’d

• Different functionality

• Open Source options include

– Archivists’ Toolkit

– Archon

– ICA AtoM

– ArchivesSpace (upcoming)



Archivists’ Toolkit

• Client-server

• Current functionality 
– Intended for “in-house processing” [archivists & librarians]

– accessioning and describing archival materials

– establishing names and subjects associated with archival materials (donors 
too)

– managing locations for the materials

– exporting EAD finding aids, MARCXML records, and METS, MODS and 
Dublin Core records

• Future functionality desires
– Support repository user/resource use information

– appraisal for archival materials

– expressing and managing rights information

– interoperability with user authentication systems

• Development ended September 2009



Archon

• Web-based

• Current functionality
– Intended for “back office” and public use [general public, archivists & 

librarians]

– Create standards-compliant collection descriptions and full finding aids 
using web forms 

– Track locations for containers or groups of containers. 

– Edit descriptive information directly from an enhanced public interface 
by clicking the edit icon:  . 

– Export MARC and EAD records (for importation to other systems). 

– List unprocessed collections

– Upload digital objects/electronic records or link archival descriptions to 
external URLs

– Public interface simultaneously search descriptions of archival 
materials, electronic records, and digital objects

• Development ended April 2010



ICA AtoM

• International Council on Archives Access to
Memory – web-based

• Not as fully featured as AT or Archon

• International standards compliant

• Controlled vocabularies built in

• Generates EAD finding aids

• Supports OAI harvesting

• Can include digital images

• Being tested to be integrated with a digital 
repository



ArchivesSpace: the future?
• Mellon-funded project for a “next generation 

archives management tool 
(http://archivesspace.org/)

• Incorporate the best features of Archivists’ Toolkit 
and Archon

• Considerations for best of “back office” and end 
user functionality

• Consideration for system that will include digital 
images for users

• Strong commitment to importing 100% of info from 
legacy Archivists’ Toolkit and Archon data

http://archivesspace.org/


Trends, Emerging Practices

• Rapid Capture: Mass Digitization of Special Collections
– In-house approaches

– Outsourcing solutions

– Hardware (scanners, cameras, and related materials handling and lighting 
equipment)

– Staffing (shifts and other factors that contribute to scale)

– Actual throughput

• Streamlining Photography & Scanning
– Scan-on-demand workflow in reading rooms

– Integration of patron-initiated scans with large-scale digitization and digital 
library workflow

– Recommendations for minimum levels of scanning and metadata

– Policies for hand-held cameras in reading rooms  

– Report: Capture and Release: Digital Cameras in the Reading Room
(http://www.oclc.org/research/publications/library/2010/2010-05.pdf)



Continuing Trends & Processes

• More Product, Less Process (MPLP or the Greene-
Meissner approach)

• Integrated systems, fewer “Silos”

• “Hidden Collections” – work to expose, describe, 
leverage, utilize archival collections

• Collaborative approaches to make archives 
available in affordable, effective ways

• Slight paraphrase of meeting theme: Using Archival 

Collections and Digital Technologies To Reach, Teach and 

Connect



Questions?

Thank you!

Robin L. Dale

Robin.Dale@LYRASIS.org

(404) 592-4816
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