Tracing Your Roots: Using
Archives of HBCU's and
Other Research Sources to
Trace Family History
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The central organizing
principle of the discipline
of genealogy Is the
Interpretation and analysis

of kinship.

Carolyn Earle Billingsley, Ph.D.



PRIMARY SOURCE

* One which had its origins with someone
directly involved with the event being
reported near the time of the event
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DEATH CERTIFICATES

THE FRONT OF 15 PINK - THE BACK OF THIS DOCUMENT I5 BLUE AND HAS AN ARTIFICIAL WATERMARK - HOLD AT AN ANGLE TO VIEW

ALABAMA

Center for Health Statistics

“ Tor Counts Use

1 PLACE OF D!

item of infor-
state CAUSE

T 0 e et 8 gl o ieen, “wive lin NAME instead of airget
Lenth of reaidence fn oy or town where dest ) OATE OX. FIOE®lons io U, £. 47 of forelan brth?  yre,  mow,
L

AL TR T s D ax Routewn

WFDICAL CFRTIFICATE OF BEATH

S "“‘"” 1::--. "
pie
Sy
. Vrads e o i
R B

i
basiry o
-‘.?-'«E AR own home

et 1, Yetat tioe marey

T i i e!

Ev
'ACE should be stated EXACTLY, PRYSICIANS should
ay be properly clumified. Egact statement of OCCUPATION is vey

supplied.

rrmy, 50 that it m

Arebbant, wuleide. r Momicide]
Whars 414 tujury scest!

nt. See instractions en bark of certificate.
103

g
g
2
]
:
¢
g
E
E
E:
g

OF DEATH in pla

®
i
:
-
5

@
-
i

' S. f Health Statistics, certify this is

Bhd oxact capy of the 8 nal cer 2t rilod in LI A R g T T
State of Alsbam ar t of P 1th, Montg

official s atistics ts b




MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES
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CENSUS RETURNS

Census Bureau 1940



http://www.census.gov/genealogy/www/data/agesearch/bc-600.pdf
http://www.census.gov/genealogy/www/data/agesearch/bc-600.pdf

SECONDARY SOURCE

* Everything else that is
not included on the
list for primary
sources




OBITUARIES

OBITUARY

YANCY BENTON BLOWE was the fifth child born
September 16, 1884 to the late Classie and William Blowe.

He united with the Mt. Canaan Missionary Baptist
Church during his youth under the pastorate of the late Rev.
Mitchell Brown. He is a member of Mt. Canaan Burial
Society, and of Zeigler Lodge No. 584. In the church he was
an extraordinary active member, serving as a deacon and
Chairman of the Board; First Bible Class Sunday School
Teacher, and carried out the spirit of his Church
Covenant by being regular in attendance. In the school he
served as Chairman of the Trustee Board for many years and
was very instrumental in helping to establish the once Mt,
Canaan Union Rosenwall Junior High School. In the Com-
munity, he rendered outstanding service as the Organizer
and President of the once Mt. Canaan Community Improve-
ment Association. He loved the farm and work closely with
all of Elmore County’s Farm Agents, attending many farmers
Conferences at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama down through
the years. In politics he was deeply concerned, being among
the first registered Black Voters in Elmore County. In
general he could very well be identified as the contemporary
of men-like the-late-Thomas Daniel and Hampton Mitchell
who stood for every thing that was good for the Church,
School and Community

He departed this life Monday, July 24, 1978.

Survivors include one daughter, Mrs. Martha O. Jones,
Wetumpka, Alabama; one son, Mr. Isaac H. Blowe, Brook-
lyn, New York: six sisters, Mrs, Jettie M. Jones and Mrs.
Jescie Mitchell, Wetumpka, Alabama, Mrs. Hattie Moore and
Mrs. Ellen Stallworth, Chicago. Illinois, Mrs. Sallie Hall, and
Mrs. Flora Lacey Akron, Ohio; three brothers. Mr. Zeb
Blowe, Mr. William Blowe, and Mr. Chester Blowe, We-
tumpka, Alabama: ore daughter-in-law. Mrs. Virginia Blowe,
Brooklyn, New York; one son-in-law, Mr. Tohn L. Jones,
Wetumpka, Alabama; four sisters-in-law, three brothers-in-
law, seven grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren. a host
of other relatives and friends.

Somewhere back in the s

Where loveliness never di

He lives in a land of glory

Mid the blue and gold of the skies
And we, who have known and loved him
Whose passing has brought sad tears,
Will cherish his memory always

To brighten the passing years,







WHERE TO START

ﬁ « START WITH
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GATHERING INFORMATION

* ORAL HISTORIES

« HOME-BASE

« CHURCH RECORDS

RESEARCH

« TOWN/CITIES



* LIBRARY/ARCHIVES

« STATE, NATIONAL

« STATE AND

GATHERING INFORMATION
cont'd
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WHEN THE SEARCH BECOMES
DIFFERENT

PRIOR TO 1870

WHITE FAMILY
RECORDS

MANUMISSIONS

FREEDMEN
BUREAU RECORDS



COMPUTERS AND YOUR FAMILY
HISTORY

« Technology Aid

e Searching for
Ancestors on-line




Some Useful Web Sites

Alabama Department of Archives and
History

Family Search: Uniting Families

Ancestry.com

www.nhewsouthbooks.com/aagenealogy



http://www.archives.alabama.gov/
http://www.archives.alabama.gov/
http://familysearch.org/
http://www.ancestry.com/aahistory
http://www.newsouthbooks.com/aagenealogy

Genealogical Resources

Located At
HBCUSsS
Yearbooks * Founders’ Day
School Catalogues Programfs,
Oral Histories ‘ Ma”US_C”ptS
: Collections

Slave Narratives _

e Thesis &

Dissertations



Alabama State University

* Bishop State » Clarke/Atlanta
University

« Delaware State
University  Southern University at
New Orleans

 Florida Memorial
University  Jackson State
University



http://www.alasu.edu/
http://www.bscc.cc.al.us/
http://www.desu.edu/
http://www.desu.edu/
http://www.fmuniv.edu/
http://www.fmuniv.edu/
http://www.cau.edu/
http://www.cau.edu/
http://www.suno.edu/
http://www.suno.edu/
http://www.jsums.edu/
http://www.jsums.edu/




	Slide 1: Tracing Your Roots: Using Archives of HBCU’s and Other Research Sources to  Trace Family History
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: PRIMARY SOURCE
	Slide 5: BIRTH CERTIFICATES
	Slide 6: DEATH CERTIFICATES
	Slide 7: MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES
	Slide 8: CENSUS RETURNS
	Slide 9: SECONDARY SOURCE
	Slide 10:  OBITUARIES
	Slide 11: TOMBSTONES
	Slide 12: WHERE TO START
	Slide 13: GATHERING INFORMATION
	Slide 14: GATHERING INFORMATION  cont’d
	Slide 15: WHEN THE SEARCH BECOMES DIFFERENT
	Slide 16: COMPUTERS AND YOUR FAMILY HISTORY
	Slide 17: Some Useful Web Sites
	Slide 18: Genealogical Resources Located At HBCUs
	Slide 19: Alabama State University
	Slide 20

