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Collaborative Learning Spaces:

Redesigning for Now and Beyond

 Problem/Issue

In 2005 there were various 

assessments of the Library.

Student survey indicated the 

greatest need was for -

Computers

E-Journals

E-Books

Books

Databases

85%

Survey Said:
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 More students owned laptops

 Very high usage of computer lab 

in the Library

 Traditional lab has 55 personal 

computers, scanners, printers and 

workstations for persons with 

disabilities
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 Planning Process

◼ Working Team

◼ Current Use of Library 

Space/Service Areas

◼ Site Visits

◼ Funding Source

◼ Project Timeline
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 Teamwork

◼ Dean of Libraries

◼ Systems Office

◼ Reference Librarians

◼ Library Managers & Staff

◼ Students

◼ Physical Plant

◼ Technology & Network 

Services (Cable TV)



Current Use of Library Space/Service 

Areas
 4th Floor of Library

 Video Center

 Current Computer Lab

 Reserve Reading Room

 

 We wanted to ensure the 
space chosen would fulfill 
the request of students 
(additional computers) 
and also facilitate 
ongoing communication 
and collaboration.
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 Not just another computer lab!



Net Gen Student
 “Given that this generation of college students has 

grown up with computers and video games, the students 
have become accustomed to multimedia environments: 
figuring things out for themselves without consulting 
manuals; working in groups; and multitasking”. 

“Net Generation Students and Libraries” Joan K. Lippincott 

http://www.educause.edu/NetGenerationStudentsandLibrari
es/6067
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 Observation – Students work in Groups
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 Observation – Students listen to music and work
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 Site Visits

◼ Loyola University - Information Literacy Lab and 

Living Room 

◼ Emory University – Computer Center @ Cox 

Hall
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Goal 

 Redesign a space

◼ where students could 

work in groups or 

individually, 

◼ hi-tech

◼ soft music

◼ provided assistance as 

needed

◼ remain within budget
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 Video Center

◼ Rarely used

◼ Could easily integrate 

collection

◼ Large enough space
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 The Information Technology Center (ITC) 

includes the following:

◼ 40 Desktop Computers

◼ 3 Plasma Screens

◼ 2 Group Study Rooms

◼ Art Work by Southern University Students

◼ Laptops for check out – wireless network 

available throughout the Library
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 Student Comments

◼ Wow! This is so nice! This doesn’t even look like Southern. I felt 
like I walked into another school. This is definitely a step in the right 
direction!

◼ It’s GREAT! It’s very nice to see something so nice and beautiful at 
SU

◼ It’s a beautiful spot to come relax and to let your thoughts flow, 
invest time wisely and prepare your self for the future

◼ Great job, a laid back, nice, quiet, peaceful & yet cool place to study 
or just check your email

◼ It is nice and enjoyable. Southern is now starting to look and feel 
like a university. We need more changes like this.
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 This is definitely a state of the art technology center. I am 

very proud of this university for this center

 It is a major upgrade, a nice view and I am very happy to see 
that Southern Univ. is finally getting out of their old fashion 
stage

 The ITC has a very “welcome” feeling. The atmosphere is 
very pleasant. This is a good experience for the students 
with a contemporary style.

 Very nice. A wonderful SU upgrade. Dollars well spent

 I like the look, sound of the music and computer.
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 Planning for the Future

◼ Major 1st floor renovation

◼ Information Commons

 Funding Source

◼ U.S. Department of Education – Title III Funds
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Not Just A LAB:

Social Hour/Learn About the Library

Speed Dating

Movie Night

University Recruitment
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Contact Information:
Dawn V. Kight

Head, Systems & Technology

Southern University – John B. Cade Library

dawn@lib.subr.edu

225.771.4934

Presentation available at:

http://www.lib.subr.edu/ppt/

Emma Bradford Perry, Dean of Libraries

eperry@lib.subr.edu

mailto:dawn@lib.subr.edu
http://www.lib.subr.edu/ppt/
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