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Purpose of Library in Accreditation 

Process

To develop a narrative which is definitive 

and compelling and will convince 

evaluators that your institution is in 

compliance with the Principles .
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There will be two SACS Committees:

• An Off Site Committee

• An On Site Committee
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There are:

• 12 Core requirements

• 53 Comprehensive standards

• 8 federal requirements
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• Core Requirements are the basic, broad based foundational 

requirements that all institutions must meet to be accredited such as 

having degree granting authority, a governing board, etc.

• Comprehensive Standards include requirements which are more 

specific to the operation of the institution such as polices and 

procedures which are documented and published.

• Federal Requirements are those standards which establishes the 

eligibility of an institution to participate in programs authorized by the 

U.S. Department of Education Title IV of the 1998 Higher Education 

Amendment.
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These requirements and other important 

information can be found in the

Resource Manual for the Principles of 

Accreditation:  Foundations for Quality 

Enhancement and on the Commission 

website.

http://www.sacscoc.org

http://www.sacscoc.org/
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There are 4 SACS guidelines related 

specifically to the Library.

Everything you say about these four Library 

guidelines also applies to distance learning 

and off campus instructional sites
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CR  2.9  Learning Resources and Services

The institution, through ownership or formal 

arrangements or agreements, provides and 

supports student and faculty access and user 

privileges to adequate library collections as well 

as to other learning/information resources 

consistent with the degrees offered.  These 

collections and resources are sufficient to support 

all of its educational, research and public service 

programs.
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CS 3.8.1   Learning/Information Resources

The institution provides facilities, services, 

and learning/information resources that 

are appropriate to support its teaching, 

research and service mission.
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CS  3.8.2    Instruction of Library Use

The institution ensures that users have 

access to regular and timely instruction in 

the use of the library and other 

learning/information resources.
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CS  3.8.3  Qualified Staff

The institution provides a sufficient 

number of qualified staff with appropriate 

education or experiences in library and/or 

other learning/information resources to 

accomplish the mission of the institution.
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You will also want to look at 2.5 which 

deals with the institution conducting a 

systematic review of programs and services 

because the Library provides service to the 

institution and 3.3.1 which deals with 

outcomes of programs and services.
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• Finally, the SACS Accreditation process 

is all inclusive for the institution and the 

library plays a vital and integral role in 

the process.
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Questions ????

Emma Bradford Perry is the first 

Librarian to serve as a Commissioner on 

the Commission on Colleges – SACS -

elected for a 3 year term.
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