
The HBCU Library Alliance: An Overview

Atlanta University Center Class of 1904
Image from HBCU Digital Collection

2010  Atlanta University Center Woodruff Library Workstations
Photo courtesy of Atlanta University Center Woodruff Library 
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White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities

Mission

To strengthen the capacity of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) to 

provide excellence in education.

http://ed.gov/about/inits/list/whhbcu/edlite-index.html

http://ed.gov/about/inits/list/whhbcu/edlite-index.html
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Where are 105 HBCUs?
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    HBCUs in LYRASIS States
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Chart here

Institutions by Type
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Rich Alumni Base
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Established in 2001 by deans and directors of HBCUs so designated 
by the White House Initiative on HBCUs 

    The HBCU Library Alliance is a consortium that promotes the 
collaboration of information professionals and excellence in library 
leadership and services to enhance member resources and 
programs.

 The HBCU Library Alliance’s vision is to be the leader in preserving 
and promoting the history and missions of the White-House 
designated Historically Black Colleges and their libraries.

Atlanta University Quartet, 1894

Image from HBCU Digital Collection

Mission and Vision
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HBCU Library Alliance Leadership Institute
2009 Kick-Off Session
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Scrapbook identified for preservation

Rolled for many years, this WW1 panorama is safely flattened in the humidification chamber built on-
site at Fisk University.

Abraham Lincoln pin (ambrotype)
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1866 First Graduating Class,
Virginia State University

1874 Singers, Hampton University 

Student in Tapestry,
Tuskegee University

Bama State Collegians

Gymnasium of Alabama State 
College (ASU) 
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Accomplishments

• Successful partnerships

• Visibility 

• Voice

• Successful model for leadership training

1920's, Early Nursing Class standing in front of George W. Hubbard Hospital on old 

campus at Meharry Medical College

Image from HBCU Digital Collection

Early Nursing Class

http://contentdm.auctr.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/mhmc&CISOPTR=6&REC=6
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HBCUs cannot simply survive. They have to thrive. The historical 
importance of these schools cannot be overstated.  Their relevance 
today is as great as at any time in the past.

—Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan

Thank you!!!!!
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