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Contributing to the HBCU Library Alliance Digital Collection
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the HBCU Library Alliance?

The HBCU Library Alliance is a consortium of 100 historically black colleges and universities
that supports the collaboration of information professionals dedicated to providing an array of
resources designed to strengthen_Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their
constituents.

2. What is the HBCU Library Alliance Digital Collection?

The HBCU Library Alliance Digital Collection is a collection of primary resources from HBCU
libraries and archives that have been scanned and made publically available. The collection
includes several thousand photographs, university correspondence, manuscripts, and images of
campus buildings, alumni letters, memorabilia, and programs from campus events. The
collection represents HBCU libraries first collaborative effort to make a historic collection
digitally available. Collections are contributed from member libraries of the Historically Black
College and University Library Alliance.

3. What kinds of items do institutions contribute to the HBCU Library Alliance Digital
Collection? Is there a minimum requirement for contribution?

Institutions contribute photographs, university correspondence, manuscripts, and images of
campus buildings, alumni letters, memorabilia, and programs from campus events that chronicle
their histories. Themes may include founding documents, social, educational, or cultural
histories, and/or the African American experience. There is not a minimum requirement.

4. Will we lose ownership of our digital images if we contribute to the HBCU Library
Alliance Digital Collection?

No. The HBCU Library Alliance has developed a Values Statement that will clarify issues
surrounding ownership. We value the right to maintain ownership of digital objects within the
individual institution as a condition of participation in cooperative endeavors. The Values
Statement is accessible online at: http://www.hbculibraries.org/docs/Values-for-Preservation.pdf.
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5. Are there monetary costs associated with digitization and contributing to the HBCU
Library Alliance Digital Collection?

Digitization costs vary depending on whether projects are outsourced or completed in- house.
Costs include equipment, staff, and space to house the operations. The biggest cost; however, is
not in staffing, but in selection, preparation, metadata creation and maintenance over time.

6. What tools do | need to contribute to the HBCU Library Alliance Digital Collection?

An institution that wants to create and contribute digital versions of its items in-house will need a
scanner, PC, scanning software, and staff member to perform scanning. More information can
be found on the HBCU Library Alliance website http://hbculibraries.org/html/programs.html on
technical specifications. Or, you may outsource to a vendor to create digital versions of your
content for contribution.

7. 1don’t have equipment, staff, or money to create digital content. Can my institution
still contribute to the HBCU Library Alliance Digital Collection?

Yes, your institution may still contribute to the collection. You can work with one of the partner
institutions such as Virginia State University, Alabama State University, or Atlanta University
Center Woodruff Library to contribute your materials.

8. Is training available for my institution?
Yes, a variety of training opportunities are available. An institution can:

Participate in an OCLC webinar

Review OCLC online PowerPoint guides on adding collections to CONTENTdm
Contact VSU, ASU, or AUC to schedule a phone or on-site training.

Contact the nearest HBCU Digitization Initiative partner library by phone for quick
instructions and help.

9. Isthere a long term preservation strategy for the HBCU Library Alliance Digital
Collection?

Yes, long term preservation options such as the MetaArchive are being explored.

10. Whom do I contact about contributing to the HBCU Library Alliance Digital
Collection?

You may contact one of the following about getting started: the HBCU Library Alliance Office
via the Program Director, email info@hbculibraries.org; Virginia State University; Alabama
State University; or Atlanta University Center Woodruff Library. Contact information for the
libraries may be found at http://hbculibraries.org/html/deans-schools.php
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